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History corner
GUIDED HISTORY WALK
On 16 July Rosemary, ably assisted by
Chris, conducted another walk
through the Round Hill area. We met
at the New Vic pub as usual and
mustered twenty-three people and one
dog. Our number included several
children who behaved beautifully.
A little way into Richmond Road, Chris
told us about his own house and some
others and then we proceeded into
Mayo Road, where we talked outside
the site of the laundry (the new flats at
Mayo Court). Thence we proceeded up
Prince’s Road to the rear of Jen and
Marigold’s house, where many of the
group had reminiscences to add to
Rosemary’s commentary.
We passed on to Ditchling Road and
then into Hollingdean Lane, to the
Jewish Cemetery and the abattoir. We
retraced our steps up Hollingdean
Lane and then into Belton Road to the
site of the windmill and bakery. After
that, we walked down Ditchling Road,
looking at a few of the original villas
and into the Sylvan Hall estate on the
corner of Upper Lewes Road. Chris
had personal information to impart
about this estate.
We walked up Wakefield Road to Fern
Villa, where Lucy had kindly said we

could explore the garden and
magnificent view. Some of the party
had not previously been aware of its
existence, it is so secluded. We
concluded with a climb down the Cat
Creep and a stroll along Round Hill
Crescent to No. 5 D’Aubigny Road,
where we paused, and then finally to
the site of the railway station and more
information from Chris.
A very enjoyable time was had by all
and we were extremely fortunate to
find a window between
thunderstorms. Thanks to both
Rosemary and Chris.

Diana Truscott

Car share,
anyone?
We’re all increasingly aware of the
problems caused by the quantity of
cars on the road. Would anyone be
interested in a car share scheme,
similar to the one recently started in
Hanover? It would need to be
researched, grants applied for and
administered. If anyone’s keen to
give it a go, please get in touch with
the Editor on 276386 or pop a note
through the door at 66 Richmond
Road.

• November - no date as we go
to press, but look out for a flier
through your door with the
date of the AGM. Hopefully it
will be on Monday 17
November at Down’s Infant
School. If you’d like to join the
Committee, please let Vivien
know at least 4 weeks before
the AGM. You’re very welcome
to phone for more information
on becoming a committee
member.
• Thursday Dec 19 at 6pm Carols and Candles event. Get
your lanterns, voices and
musical instruments ready to
join in this annual event,
culminating in mulled wine and
mince pies. More details in the
next issue.
• Committee meetings are held
every month. If anyone has
anything they want discussed
by the committee, please phone
Vivien Powell on 276386.

Learn to make
silver jewellery
Small classes, all tools
provided.

Jackie Jones
Jeweller
Phone 673511

for full details.

The Reporter is published by the Round Hill Society to keep residents in the area in touch with local news, events and each other. Every effort is made to
present a fair and balanced view, while aiming to accept any material from Round Hill residents. The opinions expressed in The Reporter are not
necessarily those of the Round Hill Society.
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ROAD CLOSURE TO BECOME
PERMANENT
It’s hard to believe that those
bollards have been in place
in Richmond Road for six
months. Accordingly, when
the Environment Committee
met on 31 July 2003, the
Council’s Transport
Department submitted a
report recommending that
the closure be made
permanent.
The Council had received 18
letters from local residents
(that is not a misprint - out of
nearly 1,000 households,
only 18 people bothered to
express their views in
writing!). Of those 18, 13
were in favour of the
closure, 3 opposed it and 2
expressed no preference
either way.
The Environment Committee

agreed that the road closure
be made permanent and it
was also agreed that
additional issues should be
investigated further:
1. Increased traffic in
Wakefield Road/Prince’s
Crescent. It had been
hoped that the sharp turn
at the bottom of Wakefield
Road would be a
deterrent, but people are
still using this route as a
rat run.
2. Vehicles parking across
the emergency vehicle
access (ie in front of the
bollards). Signs will be in
place advising people that
this area must be left clear
for emergency vehicles.
Offending vehicles will in
future be towed away.

EXAM RESULTS
Congratulations to all
the young people in
Round Hill who took
exams this summer whether it be GCSEs,
A’ levels or degrees,
it’s a lot of hard work and good luck with
the next stage of your
lives.

3. The refuse collectors have
reported difficulties
negotiating some of our
narrower streets because
of vehicles illegally parked
on corners, particularly on
Round Hill Crescent/
Upper Lewes Road and
D’Aubigny Road/Round
Hill Crescent. It is likely
that parking restrictions
on these corners may be
enforced. The difficulties
experienced by the
dustmen will also apply to
fire appliances.
The works to complete the
permanent closure should be
carried out within the next 8
weeks, complete with a
planter to make it more
attractive.
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And much more!

We’re
planning to
produce a
Vivien Powell 2004 Round
Hill calendar.
ROUND HILL SURVEY Look out for it
Thank you to the 30 people who sent
FREE with
in their questionnaires from the June
your
issue of the Round Hill Reporter. We’re
currently in the process of analysing
the data and will have all the results for December
you in the next issue. We will also
issue of the
make sure that the police are made
aware of the results - very few people
Round Hill
seem happy with the level of policing
Reporter.
in the Round Hill area.

PAGE 2

ROUND HILL REPORTER

Talking rubbish
The next 2 pages are devoted entirely
to the subject of refuse - what we all
do with it, when it’s collected and
how to dispose of those awkward
items.
Every Friday morning, some of our
pavements are strewn with rubbish
from bags torn asunder by seagulls
and one has to tiptoe through this
unhygienic mess. Why don’t we all
a) recycle whatever we can and
b) use a dustbin for the nonrecyclable rubbish?
HELP IS AT HAND! There are shops
who will offer us a discount if we
buy dustbins in quantity (more than
5). If you would like to take
advantage of this generous offer,
please get in touch with Rob
Stephenson (673511). If we have
enough interest, we will go ahead
and buy the dustbins.
There was a question relating to
rubbish in the questionnaire in the

last issue of the
Reporter. Of the 30

people who responded, 14 people said
they put their rubbish in a dustbin and
only one of those was unhappy with the
street cleaning. Of the 15 who said they
only use bin bags, all but 4 were
unhappy with the street cleaning. Is
there a correlation here?
There seems to be some confusion over
what days the rubbish is collected. To

Slim Your Bin Update
Local resident Christian Drewett has been
calling on all his neighbours in Round Hill
Road to encourage them to participate in this
waste minimisation exercise in October, and
has only had one outright refusal.
Subsequently Chris delivered printed
information about the Council’s refuse challenge, and will be
returning to identify participants, and to seek two or three
who might like to test a compost bin or a Green Cone food
digester (see next page). These Green Cones might be a great
solution to smelly summer garbage bags that get put out
early, and then get spread about by gulls – the chance to test
a couple, for free, sounds worthwhile. If we report favourably,
then the Council may add them to the water butts and
composters it already offers to households at a discounted
price.
The challenge is in two parts – a week of normal waste
disposal, with refuse weighed (scales and spring balance
courtesy of the Council) before it’s put out for the binmen.
Then a week of maximum recycling, composting and
minimising when shopping, followed by another weighing to
measure the difference. You can contact Chris at 23a Belton
Road.

BIG BINS TO COME TO ST PETER’S
You may have read in the local press that the Council has
approved a scheme to replace doorstep collections with
communal bins and that the scheme will come to parts of St
Peter’s. Each giant bin will cater for 25 households and they will
be introduced early next year. At present there are no plans to
introduce this scheme in the Round Hill area.

find out, you can phone Cityclean on
274674 or e-mail them on
cityclean@brighton-hove.gov.uk You can
also use the above contacts to report
problems with your refuse
collection. The Council asks that
your refuse is available for
collection from 7am on the day of
collection only and that it is
contained or securely wrapped to
prevent the bags being split by
scavenging animals or seagulls.
If for some reason you can’t
compost your garden waste, you
are allowed to include one bag of
grass cuttings, light prunings (but
NOT rubble) as part of the normal
weekly household refuse collection.
Larger amounts of green garden waste
should be taken to the Household Waste
Recycling Centres or you can arrange a
bulky household waste collection.
Cityclean will collect bulky items of
rubbish such as this, and old furniture,
fridges or cookers for a small charge.
Phone the helpline on 274674.

SHAKTI STORES
PROGRESSIVE LOCAL RETAILER
102 Ditchling Road
Open 7am – 10pm daily

YOUR LOCAL CONVENIENCE
STORE and NEWSAGENT
Fresh organic bread and milk
daily
Frozen food
Large vegetarian/organic range
OFF LICENCE – great selection
of good quality wines

ISSUE 13

PAGE 7

OBITUARY
LINDSEY LEE
Lindsay Lee was a founder member
of the Round Hill Historical Society
and joined in its work
enthusiastically, conducting a
number of interviews and helping to
prepare the tapes for publication in
the projected book on the area. I got
to know her quite well and we
walked to the sea several times to
visit the West Pier, a consuming
passion of hers. Before she moved to
Brighton, whilst still working in

London, if she was unable to sleep she
would drive down to see the sun rise
over the pier and then drive back to
work, refreshed.
One thing I must mention is that Lindsey,
who was never seen other than
immaculately turned out, did most of her
own building work, skilled carpentry and
all her own plumbing. Also, how she
loved the toad who lived in her back
garden.
We knew she was ill, but not how
seriously, and it was a great shock when

Noticeboard
FOR SALE
Computer - PowerMac G3
266Mhz, 64Mb RAM, 3Gb hard
disk, 24 x CD drive, floppy disk
drive. 17 inch monitor, Umax
scanner, 56k Modem.
Software: Mac OS 8.5, Quark
Express V4, Adobe Photoshop V5, Adobe Illustrator
V8, GoLive Cyberstudio V3, Microsoft Office 97 suite
(Word, Excel, PowerPoint), MasterClips ClipArt CDs.
Bargain at £350. Phone Barry on 07803 160550.

we heard of her death at the end of
May. Four of us from the Society
attended her funeral in June.
Lindsey, we loved knowing you and
appreciated your many talents,
especially your dry sense of humour,
and you are missed.

Diana Truscott
(A donation of £20 was sent to the
Breast Cancer Care fund on behalf of
the Round Hill Society in Lindsey’s
memory - Ed.)

Register of tradespeople
It’s often difficult to find reliable plumbers, electricians, decorators
etc and we’d like to start a register of such people from
recommendations, which we can publish in the newsletter. If
tradespeople are recommended, they may then like to advertise
as well.
If you’ve had some work done and are happy with the standard
of work, the punctuality of the workers, the value for money and
the professionalism/friendliness of the firm, then please send
details to the Editor, 66 Richmond Road, tel: 276386 and we can
get the ball rolling for a complete guide to services in the Round
Hill area.
Anyone know a good window cleaner who doesn’t charge the
earth?

Advertising rates:

Deadline FOR THE
WINTER ISSUE
Please send your articles, pictures, adverts, poems,
anecdotes etc, to the editor at the address on the
back page by FRIDAY 14 NOVEMBER. Thank you.

Full page
£100
Half page
£55
Quarter page
£30
Eighth page
£16
Sixteenth page
£10
Phone 276386 to place an advert or notice

Residents only:
Noticeboard (up to 30 words) £2

ADVERTISE HERE FOR

£10!

DID YOU KNOW THAT:

YOUR NEW NATIONAL
LOTTERY AGENT

•

THERE ARE OVER 900 HOMES IN THE
ROUND HILL AREA.

•

THIS PUBLICATION IS DELIVERED TO EVERY
HOUSEHOLD.

•

WITH AN ISSUE OUT EVERY QUARTER YOUR
ADVERT IS SEEN FOR OVER THREE MONTHS.
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It’s Happening – Celebrate the regeneration of
Brighton & Hove
th

On Tuesday 9 September 2003 the
Brighton & Hove Regeneration
Partnership is hosting a free event at
the Brighton Corn Exchange. The
event is open to the public between
12.30 and 4.30 and will include a
public exhibition of many of the most
exciting regeneration projects that
have been happening in the city since
1995. There will be opportunities to
talk to many of the city’s key decisionmakers and find out more about the
past, present and future regeneration
of the city. Exhibitors include:
Brighton Dome and Museum; Preston

Barracks Masterplan; Phoenix Art
Gallery; Coalition 4 Youth and a wide
range of other exhibitors. Not only will
there be opportunities to find out more
about the work of these projects and
organisations, but there will also be the
chance to find out how you can get
involved in projects designed to
improve life in your city and your
community.
The event will also mark the launch of
the Brighton & Hove Regeneration
Partnership’s Interim Report entitled “It’s
Happening”. This report highlights

some of the key achievements of
projects funded through the
Brighton & Hove SRB Programme
which has been running from 1995
and ends in 2006. The report also
outlines some of the key challenges
for the Partnership in the future.
There will be a café running
throughout the day and everyone is
welcome. For more information
contact Ivan Clarke in the City
Council’s SRB Team on
01273 291110 or email
ivan.clarke@brighton-hove.gov.uk

Want to
see your
art
work in
print?
If anyone has any
good paintings,
drawings or photos
of the Round Hill
Area - people,
buildings, trees,
whatever - that
they would like to
be considered for
inclusion in our
calendar for 2004,
please get them to
the Editor at 66
Richmond Road
before Monday
15 September 2003.
Thank you
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Magpie Recycling Co-operative
You may have seen some press coverage
on Magpie recently which suggests that
they are both unreliable and failing
Health & Safety standards as a business.
As they are just round the corner, and
many people in
Round Hill use their
kerbside collection, it
seemed reasonable
to hear what they
have to say. I spoke
to Rob Jones-Mantle
who gave me his
views.
Their core business is
kerbside collection
and recycling of
around 10 different
materials, which is
typically 60% of
household waste,
and costs about £1 a
week. In addition
they have an ‘opt in’
scheme which
provides plastic sacks
for the same range of
materials. This is
particularly useful if
you take your bottles,
cans and paper to a ‘bring’ site. The ‘opt
in’ sack can be used for plastic bottles and
green waste and tetra packs (those
cardboard boxes for fruit juice and other
liquids). When the sack is full you call
Magpie and they will collect it, for just £1
a sack. They have 5000 kerbside
customers and 500 ‘opt in’ customers,
though they are losing kerbside
customers where the Council’s own
kerbside scheme is being developed.
The ‘opt in’ and Green Box schemes
may grow in those areas because it is
unlikely that the Council scheme will
try to cover the wide range of
materials offered by Magpie. Magpie
believe in maximising recycling,
leading ultimately to creating local
businesses processing the wastes into
useful products, whilst the Council
will probably aim to meet the
Government target of 30% recovery,
with the rest going to a major
incinerator near Newhaven.
The press coverage said that Magpie
left bring sites with overflowing bins,
but the picture in the Argus was of a
site managed by another
organisation. The accusation of
unreliability might fairly be levelled at
the vehicles provided for Magpie to
operate the collections, but not to the
staff, says Rob. In addition, Magpie

received a letter from the Council saying
their operations met European Health
and Safety requirements on the very
day that the local paper reported the
Council as saying Magpie’s Health and
Safety standards
were inadequate.
If you’d like to give
Magpie a try,
contact them at
the number given
in the advert in
this article.
Perhaps we
should be seeking
an open market in
refuse, like we
have in gas and
telephones. Then
we could decide
who should
handle our
wastes, and pay
for the amount we
generate, rather
than paying the
Council (through
our Council Tax)
even if we chose
to use Magpie.
Ultimately paying a fixed amount for
waste management, no matter how
much you generate, or recycle, or
compost, seems a flawed method.
Surely paying per bag would be a
better way to get people into waste
minimisation.

Green cone food
digesters
The Green Cone System is a completely
natural system that reduces your food
waste to its natural components of
water, carbon dioxide and nutrient rich

Rob Stephenson.

soil conditioner. It takes ALL cooked and
uncooked food waste including meat,
fish, bones, dairy products, vegetables
and fruit. It’s a solar-heated unit and
needs very little effort from you. When
food waste is kept separate, remaining
household waste is clean and dry and
much easier to recycle, there’s less
waste for collection and less production
of methane gas in landfill sites. You can
use this for your food waste and a
compost bin for your garden waste.
For more information go to
www.greencone.com or phone
0800 7312572
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Children’s page
Where are all the
children?
In the September issue
of the Round Hill
Reporter, we ran a
picture competition,
tempting you with the
brand new Harry Potter
book as a prize. Guess
how many pictures we
received? None, zilch,
zero. Not one single tiny
little line drawing was
pushed through the
editor’s letterbox. Are
there any children at all
in Round Hill? If there
are, why are you
hiding? Or were you just
much too busy reading
the new Harry Potter
book to bother with a
picture competition? Do
your parents show you
the Round Hill Reporter?
Do you have any
interests you want to
share with other
readers? Do you have
any opinions about
what it’s like for children
living in our area?
Unless we get some
feedback from you,
there just won’t be a
children’s page at all
and I know there are
lots of you out there
really. So while I wait for
you to tell me what you
want from your local
newsletter and from
your local society, you’ll
just have to make do
with a few ideas we’ve
come up with for you.
Please send your ideas
and thoughts, pictures
and stories to me at 66
Richmond Road,
zzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzz

zzzzzzzzzzzz

Editor

Wizards and spooks and things that
go bang in the dark
PUMPKIN LANTERN
31 October is coming soon, otherwise
known as ‘Hallowe’en’ or All Saints’ Eve.
Not everyone likes the tradition called ‘trick
or treat’, that has come across the Atlantic
from the USA in recent years, but some
people accept the idea and join in as well,
so wouldn’t it be a good idea if you knew
which houses were fun to visit and which
ones to avoid? We’d like to suggest that the
people who are happy with the idea
should display a pumpkin lantern so that it’s
visible from outside the house, then trick or
treaters will know they’re welcome and you
can all have some fun. But PLEASE, NO
FLOUR OR EGGS!

You will need a:
• Pumpkin
• Safety saw or sharp kitchen knife
• Spoon or ice-cream scoop
• Marker pen
• Tea light

Which brings me to November the 5th.
Please remember that fireworks are
explosives and extremely dangerous. Find
an organised bonfire and firework display—
they’re always advertised in the Argus and
the Leader—and always leave lighting the
fireworks to a responsible adult. Have a
great time.

1. Cut a lid
from the
top of the
pumpkin
using the
safety saw
or sharp
knife (with
an adult’s
help).
2. Scrape out the seeds and strings with the
spoon or ice cream scoop.
3. Try out a design on paper and then draw it
onto the pumpkin with the marker pen.
Cut round the outlines.
4. Place the tea light inside the pumpkin. Cut
a chimney hole in the lid to let the heat out
from the flame.
Tip: Save the seeds to toast in the oven with
olive oil and salt for a tasty snack.

Vivien Powell

Sue Partington

Talking of food, there’s a recipe below for
toffee. It’s hot stuff, so if you want to make
it yourselves, do it under supervision. My
mum always used to make toffee on
Bonfire Night, and I continued the tradition
with my own children.

Buttery toffee
This must only be made with the help of an adult.
You’ll need 450g soft brown sugar, 350g salted
butter, 1 teaspoon malt vinegar, 150ml water and
a 19cm square, shallow, lightly oiled tin.
First take a very large saucepan, put all the
ingredients into it and slowly bring to the boil over
a low heat (10—15 mins), stirring occasionally.
When the sugar has completely dissolved, turn the
heat up a little and let the mixture bubble away
without stirring for about 10 more minutes. Test
for setting: remove saucepan from heat, then drop
a teaspoonful of the mixture into a saucer of cold
water. If it sets immediately into a soft, pliable ball,
the toffee is ready. Pour the toffee out of the pan
and into the prepared tin and leave it to set. When
set, turn it out onto a board and break it into
pieces with a small hammer. Store what you don’t
eat in a polythene bag. For toffee apples, wash &
dry some apples and firmly push large lolly sticks
into them, dip them into the hot toffee when it’s
at setting point, and leave them upside down on
greased greaseproof paper until they’re ready.

Green kids club!
Brighton & Hove City Council is setting up a
Green Kids’ Club. When you join you
receive:
• a membership certificate and a badge,
• a newsletter packed with information
and tips on how to be green,
• environmental gifts to help you to stay
environmentally friendly,
• news on local events organised by the
Sustainability Team, and
• you can enter competitions and receive
fantastic prizes!
If you want to join, send your name,
address & postcode, your age, date of birth
and your school to:
Lucy Litterpicker c/o Beverley Anderson
Sustainability Team
Brighton & Hove City Council
Ground Floor
Hove Town Hall
Hove BN3 3BQ
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Wildlife on
Round Hill
The young crow pictured on a garden fence had recently
taken its maiden flight from one of the few elms left in the
Upper Lewes Road, and seemed to decide that was
enough flying for a while. The same tree has attracted up
to three grey
squirrels, which
get there across
our roof and
one mighty
leap. At this
time of year
they have so
much energy
it’s amazing to
watch them
play vertical
hide and seek in
the tree, often
whilst shoppers
pass below
oblivious of the
treetop action.
All that activity
needs fuel, and
they are regular
visitors to the
back garden
medlars, rose hips and crab apples.
I’ve yet to see the squirrels try apples or blackberries,
unlike the pair of blackbirds and their two offspring which
seem to spend all their time eating the riper bits out of
apples on our trees, and leaving blackberry stained
droppings on our washing. The blackbird family has
reached an interesting stage where they travel together
half the time, and the rest of the time the adults chase
their young away.
On the 9th of August, high in the sky six swifts wheeled
and screamed, whilst at first floor height a pair of large
dragonflies quartered the air with apparent geometrical
precision – both seeking insects. The swifts, adults and
this year’s young, will soon be leaving for Africa but the
large blue and black dragonflies are probably Migrant
Hawkers – forced out of northern France by a population
boom as adults emerged from ponds and lakes, and are
just feeding whilst passing through Round Hill looking for
bigger ponds than we can offer to lay their eggs.
They say there is a massive decline in House Sparrows, but
a flock of nine adults and young has been working our
back gardens for a couple of weeks now, seeking insects
in shrubs, trees and gaps in walls and between roof tiles.
One of them seemed far to slim and elegant to be a
sparrow, and a closer look revealed that a Willow Warbler
(or a Chiff Chaff – I certainly can’t tell them apart) had
joined the flock.

Rob Stephenson

PORTSLADE
COMMUNITY COLLEGE

Adult Education courses
2003 – 04
New brochure available
now!
Please ring 01273 422632
South downs
campaign
The Round Hill Society is affiliated to the South Downs
Campaign and we are pleased to bring you the South Downs
Campaign Newsletter No. 5 with your Reporter. The
Campaign is doing great work in preserving the South
Downs for the benefit of both the wildlife that thrives upon it
and us who enjoy its open spaces and beauty. The Campaign
aims to give the South Downs National Park status to
preserve it from any possible future building development.

Remember, remember...
If you’ve been hoarding your old wood and twigs for a
bonfire on 5 November (or any time, come to that),
remember to check for hibernating hedgehogs before you
move or set light to it.

