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Playtime, Picnic, Party 
The Round Hill Summer Picnic and Playsafe Event 29th June 1 - 4.30pm 

 

Sunday the 29th June really must be a sunny, warm and delightful day because 
the Round Hill Society, with other volunteers, is planning a picnic on a short piece 
of Richmond Road between the top of Ashdown Road and the bottom of Mayo 
Road.  There will be ‘grass’ on the road for sitting and spreading your blanket, or 
you can bring picnic tables and chairs. 
There will be tea and coffee and soft drinks available, but you can bring drinks of 
your own choice, as well as food. 
If you, or your children, would like to offer cakes or other snacks for sale, or you 
have surplus plants to sell, or homemade jams or chutneys please contact one of 
the committee to arrange a table-top stall. 
We hope to be visited by local acoustic musicians at intervals during the 
afternoon, and to help meet the costs we will have a raffle – Sainsbury’s have 
given us a £50 voucher as a prize, and we are seeking others from local 
businesses. 
Meanwhile, on Mayo Road, there will be playtime.  Over 40 children enjoyed the 
first Playsafe street closure in April (see page 5), and parents who came with 
them had the chance to talk and share ideas.  We are hoping for more play and 
more networking this time. 
Of course we have applied for street closures for both events, and hope that 
people will help by moving their cars away from the two areas on Saturday once 
our volunteers get there to stop others parking.  People could also help make the 
streets more pleasing by taking in their bins and recycling boxes.  
 



THE ROUND HILL REPORTER June 2014 

2   
 

Printed for the  
Round Hill Society 

by 

 
  
New Planters – a gateway to Round Hill 

You will have noticed two large black metal 
cylindrical planters with green BHCC logos being 
installed at each end of Round Hill Crescent over 
the weekend of 17/18 May. This was the 
achievement of the first stage of creating a 
distinctive entrance into Round Hill. The (pre-
loved) planters were donated by BHCC being 
surplus to their requirements.  
 
Firstly they had to be rescued from City Parks 
department at Stanmer Park; emptied of the old 
planting and then moved into storage while 
adjustable ‘feet’ were welded on to ensure they 
could be levelled securely on our hilly streets. 
Finally they had be moved into position and filled 
with good quality top soil (1 tonne in each). Veolia 
helped us by giving us about £200 worth of 
composted greenwaste.  Their positions were 
agreed with the Council to ensure safety at 
junctions and footpath access for all users.  
We could not have achieved all this without the 
massive support of Chris and Tina Groom of 
Richmond Rd, together with their son Ashley.  They 
led the planning and action at every stage. The 
pictures give you some idea of the work involved. 
 
The next stage is to find some sponsorship for 
covering the cost of plants and then to have a 
community ‘plant up’ day. There are also plans to 
finish the installation of the planters with a metal 
trim to hide the feet. 
 
We are hoping that those of you who live nearest 
will keep an eye on and occasionally water the 
Round Hill planters if the weather gets very dry.  If 
you have suggestions for planting schemes, ideas 
for sponsors or would like to help with the planting 
up and watering, do let us know.  Text or call Annie 
on 07801701551 or email at 
amccabebrighton@gmail.com) 
 

 
At Stanmer Park: Chris and Tina strive to empty the first 
planter. 

 
The final positioning of the second planter on its carefully 
adjusted feet. 

 
Ashley cuts the sack to release a tonne of topsoil 
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Level Best 14th June 
Celebrating the new Level 

 

 

 

The grand community celebration event for the Level 
will be on Saturday 14th June from 10am until 6pm. 
 

The play equipment at the southern end is full of 
families whenever the day is bright, people sit around 
the central grassy area close to the water feature and 
curved pavilions, reading, talking and eating.  If it’s 
warm, the play-fountains attract lots of attention.  
And the skatepark is busy just about any time it’s lit. 
 

There still needs to be more seating, especially on the 
central Rose Walk.  Even when the fair was here the 
remaining grassy triangle was active with Frisbees and 
jugglers.  At night, if you are lucky, you might see 
flaming fire-stick twirling.  And, if the electrical 
problems have been solved, you should enjoy the 
delightfully precise LED lighting of the two diagonal 
cross paths.  In the central crossing make sure you 
examine the beautifully detailed relief panels with 
lots of Brighton features, past and present.  If you are 
concerned get involved – contact 
thelevelcommunitiesforum@gmail.com 
 

Interior & exterior storage solutions and garden 
structures built to fit your space 

- Book cases & LP/CD/DVD storage 

- Desks, shelving, wardrobes & cabinets (fitted & free-

standing) 

- Under stairs storage 

- Boxing in 

- Raised beds & window boxes 

- Garden sheds, benches and archways 

- Children’s play houses/castles etc 

Also soundproofing advice, design & installation 

Fully insured & CRB checked 

Contact Nigel on 07791 341594 
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Shakti Stores 
Your local Premier retailer 

 

Open 7am-10pm daily 
 

Your local convenience store and newsagent 
 
 

Fresh organic bread and milk daily, large 
vegetarian and organic range, frozen food 

 
 

OFF LICENCE – great selection of good quality 
wines 

 
 

102 Ditchling Road 
Established December 1983 

The Need for 
Neighbourliness 

Round Hill has a diversity of residents – from 
retired folk, through families with young children 
and on to young people living independently.  And 
all these groups have pressures and demands on 
their time which can lead to a degree of insularity, 
an emphasis on their own needs.  Whilst this is 
perfectly normal and understandable there are 
many advantages to making a small effort to 
connect with your neighbours.  A greater 
awareness of each other’s needs makes living more 
comfortable for everyone.  Building connections 
makes small kindnesses possible – and this helps to 
create a more liveable community.  A simple task 
for a fit adult, such as replacing a lightbulb in a 
ceiling rose, might be frustratingly difficult, even 
risky, for someone less agile. 
 
  

Being aware of your neighbours’ situations might 
even be life-saving.  In a busy family home any 
accident will be spotted and dealt with, but a 
person living alone may find themselves helpless 
after a fall.  Good neighbours keep an eye open 
for activity next door or over the road.  Running 
taps, lights going on and off, regular taking in of 
mail, drawing together and apart of curtains, and 
putting out of waste and recycling indicate life 
going on as usual – but a change in the pattern 
might indicate a problem.   
 

In November of last year the remains of a 
relatively young man were found in his Leopold 
Road flat.  He was known to be a loner, and none 
of his neighbours knew him well enough to be 
aware of his death.  The Coroner reported it was 
believed he had been dead for two years. 
 

Last year a woman died unnoticed in her 
Richmond Road home, and just a few weeks ago 
an elderly woman died and went unnoticed for 
some time in her house in Princes Road.   
 

Reductions in social care budgets mean that 
more people are being left alone more often.  A 
recent national newspaper article reported that 
the number of older people receiving Meals on 
Wheels dropped by over a half while care 
services carried out in the home or Day Centres 
have been cut by over 20%. 
 

None of us have a duty to our neighbours, and 
we can discuss perhaps endlessly how best we 
should use limited public resources, but just a 
little more connecting with our neighbours will 
help to weave a stronger social fabric.  
  

Wedding Photography 
by John Fowler 

 

Hi, I'm a professional photographer covering weddings 
in Sussex, Surrey, Kent, and Hampshire. My style is 
the increasingly popular mixture of contemporary, 
informal reportage shots along with the classic formal 
poses that are still a beautiful record of the day for 
everybody. 
 
 

Packages from £200. 
Upper Lewes Road, Brighton. 

07970 887604 
 

www.photogerrard.co.uk 
 
 

 

http://www.photogerrard.co.uk/
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London Road  
Getting better all the time 

Lots of things are happening on the London Road, 
all making it a better place to visit, eat and relax, 
so here are some highlights for you to consider: 

 
The Hare and Hounds at Preston Circus has been 
refurbished and offers a better range of beers. 
 

 
Alcampo Lounge replaced Blockbusters and offers 
coffee, wine and a good range of comfort foods 
such as eggs benedict and buttermilk pancakes. 
The Open Market is a big space but still needs 
more traders to become a real attraction. 
(continued on page 7) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

First Playsafe street event 
 

Sunday 6th May saw the first ‘Streetplay’ event in 
Round Hill, kindly agreed to by the residents of 
Mayo Road. The event was co-ordinated by the 
Round Hill Committee members in collaboration 
with Brighton and Hove Council and Residents of 
Mayo Road and Mayo Court.  
 

Mayo Road was closed off for two hours between 
2-4pm, cars were moved and children from the 
community were encouraged to play freely on the 
traffic-free road. The rain thankfully held off and 
with a range of marshals watching the closure 
signs, playtime began!  
 

Over 40 children came to play, bringing with them 
scooters, roller skates, footballs, chalks and 
skipping ropes. They had so much fun, and were 
able to make new friends, have a kick about with a 
ball, and even have their face painted!  
It was a great opportunity for the children to meet 
each other, and for adults to have a chat and a 
piece of cake!  
 

Ted and Jane Power kindly donated packs of 
sunflower seeds to each family, and we launched 
a competition to see who can grow a sunflower 
taller than themselves! So if you managed to plant 
your sunflower seeds, watch them grow and send 
in your pictures of how tall they get!  We can print 
these in a later edition of the Reporter. You can 
send photos to news@roundhill.org.uk.  
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Residents’ Privacy under Threat 
Housing development proposed between Belton Road and Crescent Road 

Back in March 2014 a planning application was submitted to the Council to convert the offices which had 
been occupied by Geo-Environmental Services into five flats.  The flat-roofed 1960s office building is 
behind Crescent Road and accessed through an archway beside 28 Crescent Road.  Its use as offices had 
gone unremarked (apart from some concern about the number of vehicles Geo-Environmental used to 
park on Crescent Road) for years, but that use was essentially daytime and weekdays only. 
Change of use to flats would mean the closeness of five new households would be much more intrusive to 
many neighbours in both Belton Road and Crescent Road.  CABE (the Commission for Architecture and the 
Built Environment) recommend 20 metres as the minimum distance between opposing windows, in this 
case distances could be as little as seven metres, and a total of nine homes would be affected by this 
uncomfortable proximity. 
A petition was set up and over 80 objections were submitted before the application was retracted.  But 
then a new application was put in.  This one relied on a new piece of law designed to make it easier to 
convert unneeded offices into homes.  If this were granted the owner could convert into flats with no 
further permissions needed from the Council.  Then on 13th May the Council decided the application failed 
on a technicality – the previous use was not actually ‘Offices’ but ‘Financial and Professional Services’, and 
this different use class is not entitled to automatic conversion to homes. 
 

 
Landscape                Wild, Formal, 
Design & Build       Modern,   Traditional

 
 

www.theoutsideworks.co.uk 
07930 418728 / 01273 673122 
info@theoutsideworks.co.uk 
 
 

Hanover Osteopaths 
OSTEOPATHY AND CRANIAL OSTEOPATHY 

 

Sick and tired of suffering: 

 
 
 
 

Jasmina Cordal BSc (OST) ITEC 
Registered Osteopath 

01273 687072 
07816 288 632 

Weekend and evening appointments by arrangement 

 

How would 
you like 
your new 
garden? 

Back and neck pain 
Joint pain 
Headaches/migraine 
Sports injuries 

 

Stress/anxiety 
Sleeping problems 
Chronic fatigue 
Digestion problems 

Meanwhile local residents’ had learnt that the 
developer also planned to apply to build more 
housing on the long thin garden space running south 
from the office block, and have since seen soil 
samples being taken and trees felled and burnt, all 
perhaps preparatory to a new planning application.  
The Council has apparently urged the developer to 
talk to local residents – perhaps a scheme which 
meets the needs of all parties can be found, but 
whatever the outcome it is to be hoped that existing 
residents do not suffer for the developer’s profit.  If 
the 21 homes with gardens backing onto the open 
space could each buy part of it . . . but that’s unlikely 
 

Distances in metres to neighbours
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Brighton in Bloom 
Register your entry by 27th June 

 

Sash Window Restorations (Sussex) Ltd 
 

Unit 24, The Old Town Hall, 142 Albion Street, Southwick, West Sussex, BN42 4AX 
 

E-mail: sw_restorations@hotmail.co.uk 
 

Tel: 01273 796260          Mob: 07540 428689 

Two local 
recommendations 

Got a fantastic front garden?  Perhaps it’s a 
wonderful window box?  Or maybe it’s a 
beautiful basement?  Maybe yours is a heavenly 
hanging basket?  Further afield you may have an 
alluring allotment?  Then there is still time to 
register it in the Brighton and Hove City in Bloom 
competition. 
 

Your fantastic feature must be visible from the 
street (except the allotment).  Register on-line at 
the B&H City in Bloom website, you’ll find it at 
www.brightonandhovecityinbloom.co.uk. 
 
 

Vi Fairhall – an obituary 
Vi moved to Mayo Road in 1959 with her 
husband (Big Tom) and young son, Tom. 
When I painted her house in 2008, she was 
a widow.  She had been a vegetarian since 
childhood, was a great pet lover, always 
willing to feed neighbour’s cats, and the 
proud owner of two tortoises.  She never 
had a washing machine, preferring to visit 
local launderettes with bedding and 
towels, and washing the rest in her kitchen 
sink.  Two of her great pleasures were 
smoking and horse racing - she always 
attended the races at Brighton.  When Vi 
died in March she was in her mid-80s. 
 

London Road (continued) 
The Emporium offers great coffee, pleasing hot 
snacks, often with live music at weekends, and a 
theatre (‘Entertaining Mr Sloane’ is on next).  
 
 

 

Sunbirds deli and café is good for mezze, 
baklava and falafel, or just a coffee. 
 

 
Or you might fancy a Full English, which 
LangeLees offers all day, beside the Hobgoblin. 
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Round Hill Reporter 

51 Upper Lewes Road 

Brighton BN2 3FH 
 

www.roundhill.org.uk 
 

We Tweet. 

Follow us at: 

@RoundhillSoc 
 

Yahoo Roundhill 

Community Group: a 

forum for  local info and 

advice (Google or find 

link on website). 

 

The Round Hill Society Committee 
Chair Annie Rimington 8 D’Aubigny Road 609086   
Secretary Rob Stephenson 51 Upper Lewes Road 673511 

Treasurer Carol Hall 36b Princes Road 687636 

Conservation Ted Power 55 Princes Road 933018 

Others Deborah French 3 Mayo Court, Mayo Road  

 Kate Rice 33 Richmond Road                      673321 

 Boo Vaughan 21 Princes Road                    07971 823014 

 Sandy Thomas 47 Round Hill Crescent 699152 

 Cath Kronhamn 84 Richmond Road  

 Adam Campbell 94 Round Hill Crescent       07889 148143 

 Jan Curry 58 Richmond Road 601320 

 Barbara Harris 14 Mayo Road 677610 

 Maria Bonner 48 Richmond Road 383407 
 

Veolia Waste Plant issues : Noise problems – B&H Council 01273 292256 

                                 Smell problems – Environment Agency 0800 807060 

Report an illegally parked car in the CPZ on 0845 603 5469 and select option 3 for a 

traffic warden. 

Student liaison officers: Sussex-Mark Woolford 678219.  

                                           Brighton- a.w.b.keeffe@brighton.ac.uk 

Local Handyperson 
 

Maintenance 
Decorating 

Improvements 
 

Mostly small (one or two day) jobs undertaken 
Please ring for advice and estimates 

 

Peter Meakins 
 

571519  
peter.meakins@yahoo.co.uk 

 

Breadmaking Classes 
 
Learn to make delicious bread 

 in a fun, relaxed setting 

 in Prince’s Crescent 

-  Everyday, Mediterranean and  

Scandinavian baking classes 

-  Seasonal classes  

www.annas-kitchen.co.uk 

 
GIFT VOUCHERS AVAILABLE 

hello@annas-kitchen.co.uk   07946 443433 

The Round Hill Reporter is published by the Round Hill 

Society to keep residents in the area in touch with local 

news, events and each other. We try to present a fair and 

balanced view but the opinions expressed in this paper 

are not necessarily shared by all. 

 

Letters or ideas for articles are welcome – please 

contact the editor at the address shown above. 

Deadline for October edition   15th Sept 2014  

 

Police Contact Nos. 

 Emergencies 
 
Call 999 if: 
• A crime is being committed now, or 
• The offender is still there or nearby, or 
• People are injured or in danger. 

 

Non-emergencies 
 

Call 101 if: 
• It’s less urgent, or 
• You have a question, or 
• You can report a crime or incident online:- 
E-mail:   contact.centre@sussex.pnn.police.uk 
 

Alternatively, for non-emergencies, contact Bonnie, local Police Community Support Officer on 
07717 785 514 or e-mail andree.scovell@sussex.pnn.police.uk.  I would encourage residents to 
make me aware of any suspicious behavior in the Round Hill area.    If you have a question or need 
any advice at all then please give me a call and I will do my best to help in any way I can.  Bonnie 

 


